Re: EIB 21-66 (R) – In the Matter of Proposed 20.2.91 NMAC – New Motor Vehicle Emissions Standards
To Whom It May Concern,
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 20.2.91 NMAC – New Motor Vehicle Emissions Standards. We are, Amanda Dunn and Heidi Honegger Rogers, family nurse practitioners working in the Albuquerque area, who are concerned about how the climate crisis, specifically tailpipe pollution, is negatively affecting the health of our families, our patients, and our community members.
Transportation pollution and poor air quality are associated with an increased risk of a wide range of negative health outcomes – including asthma, cardiovascular disease, preterm and low-birthweight infants, childhood leukemia, chronic respiratory disease, and premature mortality. Unfortunately, residents in the Albuquerque metropolitan area are at the highest risk due to our unique weather and geography which traps tailpipe pollution. In fact, Bernalillo County and Sandoval County both have a failing grade for ground-level ozone, according to the American Lung Association’s 2021 State of the Air Report. Tailpipe pollution is one of the greatest contributors of poor air quality. This exposure to smog and ozone creates patients who suffer from wheezing, coughing, shortness of breath and increased susceptibility to infections. Additionally, exposure to such air pollution is associated with poor health outcomes related to COVID-19. Because we cannot change our geography or weather, the adoption of Clean Car standards is imperative to improve the health of our vulnerable population.
Please see below for additional pertinent literature.
Sincerely,
Amanda Dunn, DNP, FNP-C
Heidi Honegger Rogers, DNP, FNP-C, APHN-BC
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