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As a PhD scientist, I am concerned most about track record. Yucca Growth Infrastructure proposes using methane fuel
cells instead of the methane-fired turbines that were originally planned. The turbines were scrapped because they emit
too much NOx (nitrogen oxides). But the fuel cells from Bloom Energy are new technology without much performance
history. Bloom Energy's largest methane fuel cell system -- the largest in the world -- is a 80 MW plant that went on line
in December 2025 in South Korea. That plant is 30 times smaller than the proposed YGI power plant. Bloom has not
released to the public data on that power plant including emissions of methane, nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon
monoxide, and VOCs (volatile organic compounds). Nor has Bloom released information about power reliability. In
addition, it seems clear that methane will be released to the atmosphere, regardless of Yucca Growth Infrastructure
claims, and methane is a powerful greenhouse gas. Overall, I would recommend a hold on an air quality permit until
these issues are addressed.


