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Environmental Protection Division Director, Michelle Miano
Climate Change Bureau Chief, Claudia Borchert
New Mexico Environment Department
Harold L. Runnels Building
1190 St. Francis Drive, Suite N4050
Santa Fe, NM 87505

Via Electronic Submission
 
Re: EIB 25-23 (R) - In the Matter of Proposed Adoption of 20.2.92 NMAC Clean Transportation Fuel Program

Dear Director Miano and Bureau Chief Borchert:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment this afternoon on the Clean Transportation Fuel Program and Standard. New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau works to ensure the protection of farmers and ranchers rights through monitoring, commenting, and participating in the due process of proposed rules and regulations. Our mission is to promote and protect agriculture, representing members involved in all aspects of agriculture from dairy and livestock to fruits and vegetables. 

Farmers and Ranchers serve as stewards of the lands and the environment in which we live and operate. NMFLB recognizes the hard work and time that has been put into the Clean Transportation Fuel Program and Standard draft and appreciates the department hosting public hearings allowing input from those who may be affected by the mandated regulation. 

New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau stands in opposition to environmental mandates and believes that programs aimed to accomplish environmental goals should be voluntary, incentive-based, and provide for market-driven innovation. 

We ask that you consider the effect that this program will directly have on our rural communities who must travel longer distances for basic services and threaten the way of rural living. Agricultural operations rely on vehicles and equipment to successfully produce the products used to feed, fuel, and clothe the world. 

New Mexico Agricultural producers are interested in the betterment of our environment. The regulation being proposed and discussed has a direct impact on the agricultural operations within the state. 

Lastly, NMFLB is supportive of agricultural products such as biofuels, like those made from crop-based feedstock in ethanol, renewable diesel, and biodiesel, which have been positioned well to help reduce emissions. We respectfully ask that as the process moves forward the committee considers including and inviting agricultural representation to be a participating voice on the advisory committee. 
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