
Therese Thomas
I am a resident of Las Cruces and I am asking that you deny Yucca Growth Infrastructure's air
quality permit. After the rejection of the previous air quality permit, a switch to Bloom fuel cell
technology has been proposed, but according to one of Blooms' own representatives, whom I spoke
with at the Project Jupiter Job Fair (which was disappointingly put in place of a real public hearing),
the reduction in pollution will only be 21% over the rejected technology. It will still add 10 million
tons of carbon dioxide pollution and a vague estimate of toxic emissions to our active and long-time
nonattainment zone would be nothing short of blatant environmental racism. Our metro area is
currently 16th worst in the nation for ozone pollution and we have received a failing grade on this
air quality standard every single year since 2000. We are already breathing some of the most
compromised air in the country. It is unacceptable to invite a new source of hyperscale air pollution
into our communities. This is a particular insult to the Santa Teresa community which is still
suffering the multi-generational impacts of the ASARCO plant! The carbon dioxide pollution alone
will heat our atmosphere at a much faster pace and promote the formation of even more
ground-level ozone. Fuel cells also create hazardous waste and the fuel cell provider for this project
has a history of illegally dumping this waste and hiding it for several years. This company will
likely repeat its bad habits, illegally dumping dangerous and undisclosed chemicals into our public
landfills, and we will just have to wait until somebody notices? Our county has and continues to
face an illegal dumping epidemic so how can I be sure that these systemic oversight failures we
have locally won't continue and expand to include this dangerous and experimental fuel cell
operation. A fine for illegal dumping does not undo damage or its spread once our aquifer and soils
are contaminated. It also will not re-capture the volatile chemicals that are released into the air
when hazardous waste is improperly stored and disposed of. Our health and safety are worth more
than the profits of out-of-state corporations, particularly at a time when so many other protections at
the Federal Level are being stripped away in the unprecedented power grab and giveaway to
powerful corporations by our current US Administration. And this says nothing about the still
largely secret intended use for the AI the proposed center would serve (military, population
surveillance, and efforts at mass control?) Our health and precious natural resources are not worth
making billionaires into trillionaires while the rest of us suffer under the iron heel. Elected
'Democratic' leaders should be ashamed of themselves for allowing money to corrupt the public's
will and well-being, once again. And this time it's deadly serious. Take this opportunity to make
things right and deny these permits. If further deliberation is needed (it shouldn't be), a public
hearing in Santa Teresa is non-negotiable.


