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Project Jupiter and other AI data centers like it are a burden on the ecosystem and hardworking
citizens' tax dollars. The rapid proliferation of AI data centers can put enormous strain on local and
regional resource burdens that many communities are not fully accounting for or prepared to
handle. A study by the Houston Advanced Research Center (HARC) and the University of Houston
found that data centers in Texas will use 49 billion gallons of water in 2025, and as much as 399
billion gallons in 2030. That would be equivalent to drawing down the largest reservoir in the
US—157,000-acre Lake Mead—by more than 16 feet in a year. Even if you are using reclaimed or
recycled water, it is no longer returning to the base flow of rivers and streams, having severe
ecological impacts and supply issues. There are less water-intensive ways to cool data centers,
including closed-loop water systems, which require more electricity, and immersion cooling, in
which servers are submerged in a bath of liquid, such as a synthetic oil, that conducts heat but not
electricity. Immersion cooling also enables denser server installations but is not yet widely used,
largely due to cost. Data centers are among the reasons ratepayers nationwide have seen their
electric bills increase at twice the rate of inflation in the past year. Part of that is the new
infrastructure data centers will require, such as new power plants, transmission lines, or other
investments. Those costs, as well as ongoing grid maintenance and upgrades, are typically shared by
all electric customers in a service area through charges added to utility bills. I understand the desire
to tap into a growing industry and reap the benefits of AI and the economic growth it brings.
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, New Mexico is experiencing severe to extreme drought
across the state as of July 2, 2026. Building a data center will push us over the edge into ecological
collapse for wildlife and communities, especially those living on reservations. Continuing with this
data center will not only kill and harm future generations of New Mexicans, but it will also harm
our local indigenous wildlife beyond repair. Please consider all the devastating effects this data
center will have on the community and wildlife, both present and future.


