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These comments are in reference to creating Waste Management Plans for Texas:

Garbage per Capita is a critical metric that needs to be promoted for the immense influence it has to
motivate and educate the citizenry on how they as individuals are affecting the environment.
The State of Texas has only reduced their garbage per capita by .09% in 20 years. Please read that
number carefully that is less than 1/10th of 1% While the City of Richardson Texas has reduced
their garbage by 14% in the last three years. Why? Because the City of Richardson knew what their
garbage per capita was and realized they could implement programs to improve it. During that same
three years Frisco reduced their garbage by 8%, Allen by almost 12%, Plano by 6% and McKinney
by almost 4% If TCEQ and the Council of Governments would adjust the reporting provided by the
landfills to require that the landfills report their tons by county of origination in addition to the
consolidated number of tons disposed in a landfill. This would fix the ignorance and complacency.
(The total tons disposed will be identified,just broken down by jurisdiction prior to reporting the
consolidated total tons). Texas can become a leader in the country for waste reduction - currently
we are 29th in the country according to the EPA for number of pounds of garbage per person
disposed per day.

Measuring all the recyclables is ineffective. If it was so helpful at attracting industry we would have
been better prepared when China pulled out of the market in 2018.

As a side note please do not let the Mattress Recycling Council set-up shop in Texas like they have
done in CA and Rhode Island. Their objective is to destroy the mattresses and take them off of the
market. There is a viable mattress refurbishment industry here in Texas. Bring back the mattress
inspectors that were defunded in 2015 and give Salvation Army a bigger seat at the table to collect
mattresses for the large refurbishers that process thousands of mattresses per month. All revenue
earned by Salvation Army goes to their drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. That is circularity
we should focus on, not counting the recyclables. Austin provided an RFP for processing 18,000
mattresses per year. Multiply that by all cities in Texas that have a Salvation Army and we can
get-r-done. The large established mattress refurbishers have had to send trucks to Louisiana and
Oklahoma to get mattresses. Really? Why? Texas is so asleep at the wheel on recycling - we have
the infrastructure and we could create so many more jobs if we would keep our focus on motivating
the cities with the simple metric of GPC - then the programs would happen. Build a website of best
practices - Austin has a brushy/ bulky collection program that is the envy of most cities. Frisco has a
C&D recycling program. Lets get the word out.







CITY
Magazine 
Publication

GPC 
2018/19

GPC 
2019/20

GPC 
2020/21

Official LBS reduced 
from 2019 -2021

Total % reduction in 
waste from 2019-2021

Frisco 3.81 3.5 3.3 3.21 0.29 8.3%
Allen 3.94 3.99 3.92 3.52 0.47 11.8%
Plano 4.47 4.51 4.3 4.22 0.29 6.4%
McKinney 4.93 4.77 4.53 4.59 0.18 3.8%
Richardson 5.09 5.23 4.92 4.48 0.75 14.3%

For Frisco Style Magazine Nov. 2020 publication: "Hey Frisco, You Deserve a Fist Bump!"  Population data was aquired from 
google, thereafter a contact was established in the planning department to identify the official population number.

2018/2019 data used for publication; Fiscal year for NTMWD landfill is October 1 - September 30

Richardson moved to fourth place passing McKinney, by reducing their waste by 14.3% in two years.  
Richardson is first place for largest percentage reduction in Garbage per person generated of all five cities.  

GPC - Garbage per Capita  is the number of pounds per person per day - generated and disposed.  This 
includes all garbage - industrial, commercial and residential.  ALL Garbage generated within the city.
Easy to calculate:
It is the total pounds of garbage disposed for the year divided by the total population  then divided by 365.

A simple calculation that all cities should be able to know, but, it requires good data from the landfills to 
identify the tonnages generated from a county, city or jurisdiction.   

Questions:  Barbara Coombs.512-633-5202/ evbllc@gmail.com
Linkedin.com/in/BarbaraEC



STATE 2019 Tons/Yr
lbs/day 
GPC RANK

Tons
/Yr

lbs/day 
GPC RANK

Indiana 2.36 12.93 51 NC 1.25 6.85 25
Michigan 2.27 12.44 50 OK 1.22 6.68 24
Colorado 2.06 11.29 49 SC 1.21 6.63 23
Ohio 2.04 11.18 48 MS 1.2 6.58 22
Illinois 2.03 11.12 47 MO 1.19 6.52 21
NH 2.03 11.12 46 Utah 1.16 6.36 20
Nebraska 1.83 10.03 45 WV 1.16 6.36 19
Kentucky 1.75 9.59 44 Alaska 1.13 6.19 18
Penn. 1.73 9.48 43 Wash. 1.08 5.92 17
Nevada 1.67 9.15 42 Iowa 1.05 5.75 16
Georgia 1.67 9.15 41 Florida 1.03 5.64 15
Oregon 1.64 8.99 40 Idaho 1.03 5.64 14
Alabama 1.61 8.82 39 NM 1 5.48 13
California 1.58 8.66 38 AR 0.97 5.32 12
WI 1.52 8.33 37 VT 0.91 4.99 11
LA 1.51 8.27 36 RI 0.91 4.99 10
Kansas 1.48 8.11 35 NY 0.9 4.93 9
Virginia 1.48 8.11 34 MA 0.88 4.82 8
Montana 1.47 8.05 33 MD 0.66 3.62 7
Wash D.C. 1.41 7.73 32 SD 0.66 3.62 6
TN 1.4 7.67 31 Hawaii 0.66 3.62 5
Arizona 1.38 7.56 30 ND 0.58 3.18 4
Texas 1.37 7.51 29 MN 0.56 3.07 3
Delaware 1.31 7.18 28 WY 0.48 2.63 2
Maine 1.29 7.07 27 CT 0.41 2.25 1
NJ 1.28 7.01 26

Source:  EPA Landfill Methane Outreach Program & US Census


