
Mary Grace Kuehne 
 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I am concerned that the proposed list of Best Management Practices for Aggregate Production
Operations is inadequate to address concerns regarding aggregate operations. For starters, they do
not address practices to minimize water consumption, noise, and light pollution, as was directed by
the Texas Legislature. The BMPs for the areas they do address — dust and water storage — need
have substantial improvements and specificity to address the issues of operations. 

In Lampasas and San Saba Counties where we reside, many new small to large operations for sand
and gravel mining, and stone quarries have been developed in the past 15 years. Some of these
operations are in riparian areas, including along navigable rivers. These waters need to be protected
from run-off and stormwater discharges by having clear requirements for control and containment,
such as those provided by TRAM. In addition, operations should be required to control dust and
noise within acceptable limits, such as the TRAM recommendation provides. Light pollution should
also be addressed by complying with Dark Sky recommendations. 
Additionally, the large transport trucks from these operations cause significant traffic issues on
county roads and as they access the highways. 

The TCEQ should further develop their list of BMPs, making sure to thoroughly address all of the
issues that the Legislature directed them to address. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Grace Kuehne


