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ADI's Environmental Justice (EJ) review has several flaws, primarily in its interpretation of the data
and its conclusion about the proposed plant's impact. The review minimizes the potential for
heightened EJ concerns by focusing on a limited set of criteria while ignoring other significant
indicators that exceed established benchmarks. 

The review claims the only community exceeding a heightened EJ review benchmark (80th, 90th,
or 95th percentile) is the population over 64 years of age, which it dismisses as not a group of color
or low-income. This statement is inaccurate and misleading. The provided data shows several
demographic indicators that exceed the 80th percentile benchmark, including: 

Population >64 years of age: 31%, which is in the 80th percentile for the state. This is the only
indicator the review acknowledges. 

Persons with disabilities: 24.5%, which is in the 91st percentile for the state. 

Heart disease: The state percentile is 93, and the US percentile is 98. 

Cancer: The state percentile is 86, and the US percentile is 96. 

Lead paint: The state percentile is 78, which is very close to the 80th percentile benchmark. 

Ozone: The national percentile is 91. 

Superfund proximity: The state percentile is 92, and the national percentile is 85. 

Wildfire risk: The state percentile is 71, and the US percentile is 94. 

The review also states that the area's demographics are "fairly representative of the state as a
whole," even though the data shows significant differences. For example, the low-income
population is 39% compared to the state average of 31%. The population over 64 years of age is
31% compared to the state average of 21%. 

The review also incorrectly states that the population over 64 years of age is not a "group of color
nor low income that triggers heightened EJ review". This is a flawed premise since the
supplemental indexes provided in the report specifically combine environmental indicators with
data on percent low income, persons with disabilities, and low life expectancy, among other factors. 

The review concludes that ADI "does not believe that the proposed Benson plant will harm a
potentially underserved community" based on its selective reading of the data. This conclusion is
not supported by the evidence in the full EJ Screen report. The report identifies multiple indicators
that exceed the 80th percentile, which, according to the EPA's guidance cited in the review,
suggests the need for a heightened EJ review. The review also fails to consider other relevant data
points, such as the fact that the location contains a "Justice40 (CEJST)" disadvantaged community
and an "EPA IRA disadvantaged community". These facts, found in the supplemental report,
directly contradict the review's conclusion that the area is not an underserved community. 



ADEQ, ADI is not appropriate at this location. Take action and DENY this permit. Thank you.
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12. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

For many years, it has been federal policy that environmental actions, including permit issuance, ensure “the 
fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin or income 
with respect to the development, implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and 
policies.”  In more recent years, the focus has become stronger on identifying underserved and overburdened 
communities, particularly those that have historically been marginalized, to ensure that they do not suffer 
from a disproportionate additional impact from a proposed environmental action. ADI shares these concerns 
and is committed to minimizing adverse impacts on all communities. 
 
ADI has reviewed EPA’s EJ Screen 2.1 tool to help it understand the communities in which it is located. This 
review indicated that the area around the proposed Project is fairly representative of the state as a whole. 
Relevant demographic indicators include: 

Table 12-1. Relative Demographic Indicators 

Demographic Indicator Value State Average State Percentile 
People of color 26% 44% 31% 
Low-income population 39% 31% 67% 
Linguistically isolated population 2% 4% 61% 
Population < high school education 9% 12% 55% 
Population > 64 years of age 31% 21% 80% 
EPA calculated Demographic Index 1.39 1.53 52% 

 
EPA’s “Interim Environmental Justice and Civil Rights in Permitting Frequently Asked Questions” (Aug. 2022), 
suggests the use of benchmarks at 80, 90 or 95th percentiles (page 9 of Appendix B). The only community 
that exceeds any of these benchmarks is the population > 64 years of age, which is neither a group of color 
nor low income that triggers heightened EJ review. From this study, ADI does not believe that the proposed 
Benson plant will harm a potentially underserved community. 
 
For additional detail into the results of the EJ Screen, a copy of the initial EJ Screen 2.1 report is included in 
Appendix E.
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