
Evidence that Current U.S. Veterinary Guidance re. Fleas/Ticks
is Neither Risk-Based or SPM, but Year-Round Throughout Their Lives

[bookmark: _GoBack]The American Veterinary Medical Association and the World Small Animal Veterinary Association recommend that U.S. veterinarians refer to the flea and tick control guidance from the Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC). Below are excerpts from CAPC’s website that guide all veterinarians to treat all dogs and cats year-round throughout their lives for both fleas and ticks, regardless of individual circumstances. The website was visited August 21, 2026.
FLEA CONTROL GUIDANCE IS HERE: https://capcvet.org/guidelines/fleas/
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TICK CONTROL GUIDANCE IS HERE: https://capcvet.org/guidelines/ticks/  
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Synopsis
e SYNOPSIS
CAPC Recommends

Overview of Life Cycle

BAl dogs should be treated year-round and throughout their life with flea conirol products to limit infestatior
Disease on the pet and prevent establishment of filea populations in the home)

« Recognize that fiea infestations, once established, may take several months to bring under control and that to
oz achieve control, every pet in the home must be treated
e TAReot Bt o=l i mne e + Address flea infestations on pets as a public health concern; people in infested environments are often bitten

Between Hosts by newly emerging fleas, inciting an allergic response, and fleas transmit a number of zoonotic agents
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FLEAS FOR CAT LAST UPDATED: SEP 19, 2017
Synopsls

Species SYNOPSIS

CAPC Recommends
Overview of Life Cycle

BIAI cats should be treated year-round and throughout their life with flea control s 1o limit infestations

Disease on the pet and prevent establishment of flea populations in the home]

« Recognize that flea infestations, once established, may take several months to bring under control and that to

oz achieve control, every pet in the home must be treated

Host Assoclations and Transmission « Address flea infestations on pets as a public health concern; people in infested environments are often bitten
Between Hosts by newly emerging fleas, inciting an allergic response, and fleas transmit a number of zoonotic agents
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TICKS FOR DOG LAST UPDATED: MAR 30, 2023
Synopsis

Species SYNOPSIS

CAPC Recommends.
Amblyomma americanum (Lone star tick)
BAIl cogs should be treated year round and throughout their life with tick 10 imit Infestations
Amblyomma maculatum (Gulf Coast tick) on the pet, reduce the number of ticks In the environment around the home, and prevent establishment of
brown dog tick populations In the home

Dermacentor variabllls (American dog tick)
« Recognize that home Infestations with brown dog ticks (Rhipicephalus sanguineus), once established, may

take several months to bring under control and that, In addition o consistently treating pets with tick control

Dermacentor andersonl (Rocky Mountaln
(Eacky product, the services of a licensed exterminator are necessary to eliminate the Infestation from bulldings

Wood Tick)

« Because ticks transmit a wide varlety of disease agents to pets and people and are active throughout the
year, tick control must be practiced consistently o protect the health of the pet and to prevent untreated pets
from bringing ticks — which may then Infest people - Into the home

Haemaphysalls longlcornls (Asian
Ionghorned tick)
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TICKS FOR CAT LAST UPDATED: AUG 3, 2026
Synopsis

Species SYNOPSIS

CAPC Recommends.
Amblyomma Americanum (Lone Star Tick)

ound and throughou thelr life with tick control productsRlUIHIEEEHS
Amblyomma maculatum (Gulf Coast Tick) on the pet and reduce the number of ticks In the environment around the home, and prevent establishment of
brown dog tick populations In the home




