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Governor Gavin Newsom 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Pro Tem Monique Limón 

1021 O Street, Suite 8518 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Speaker Robert Rivas 

1021 O Street, Suite 8330 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

February 17, 2026  

Dear Governor Newsom, Pro Tem Limón and Speaker Rivas: 

California is about to delay an opportunity to decrease high electricity bills. 

Last year’s Cap-and-Invest (C&I) extension, AB 1207 (Irwin), required the California Air 

Resources Board (CARB) to design the program in a way that equitably “transitions 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB1207


   
 

support from gas corporations to electrical distribution utilities… on or before January 1, 

2031” while minimizing ratepayers impacts and encouraging early climate action. 

CARB’s proposed C&I amendments transition the natural gas credit to electricity bills 

between 2029 through 2036.1 This means the transition would finish 5 years after the 

date required by AB 1207. 

This is a missed opportunity to address California’s electricity prices, which are 

increasing fastest in the nation above inflation due to wildfire-related spending. 

Californians who are impacted by high electricity bills are disproportionately low-

income, and dependent on air conditioning due to living inland. 

A faster transition of the natural gas climate credit to electric would reduce California’s 

problem of inequitable electricity bills, while maintaining progress on deploying zero-

emission vehicles as the federal administration attacks our leadership. As the California 

Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) initiates its process to maximize the benefits for utility 

customers during this electricity affordability crisis, we stand ready to support CARB in 

opportunities to promptly improve the impact and equity of the climate credit. 

California should sustain its promise to deliver “the biggest electricity bill refunds in a 

decade” by increasing the near-term electric climate credit. 

Sincerely,  

Merrian Borgeson 

California Policy Director 

NRDC 

 

Bill Magavern 

Policy Director 

Coalition for Clean Air 

 

Chance Cutrano 

Director of Programs 

Resource Renewal Institute 

 

Daniel Barad 

Western States Policy Manager 

Union of Concerned Scientists 

 

Lisa Swanson 

Policy Chair 

Climate Reality Project, Orange County 

Lindsey Alami 

Leadership Team 

Climate Future California 

 

Sarah Erlich, Esq. 

Policy Advisor 

Center for Environmental Health 

 

Gracyna Mohabir 

Clean Air & Energy Regulatory Advocate 

California Environmental Voters 

 

Andrew Brooks 

Managing Director 

Association for Energy Affordability 

 

Katelyn Roedner Sutter 

California Senior Director 

Environmental Defense Fund 

 
1 CARB, “C&I Initial Statement of Reasons,” (2025), pg. 51; CARB, “Appendix A-1: Proposed Regulation 
Order,” (2025), pg. 242. 
 

https://energyathaas.wordpress.com/2026/01/26/locating-the-electricity-affordability-crisis/
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/PGE_Rates_Report_R_25-03-A_03.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pandp.20251111
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/19/governor-newsom-signs-historic-package-of-bipartisan-legislation-saving-billions-on-electric-bills-stabilizing-gas-market-and-cutting-pollution/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2025/09/19/governor-newsom-signs-historic-package-of-bipartisan-legislation-saving-billions-on-electric-bills-stabilizing-gas-market-and-cutting-pollution/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/cap_invest/nc_isor.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/cap_invest/nc_app%20a-1.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/barcu/regact/2026/cap_invest/nc_app%20a-1.pdf


   
 

Beckie Menten 

California Director 

Building Decarbonization 

Coalition Action Fund 

 

David Diaz 

Executive Director 

Active San Gabriel Valley 

 

Kelly Lyndon 

Co-chair 

San Diego Building Electrification 

Coalition 

 

Ben Stapleton 

CEO 

USGBC California 

 

Laura Deehan 

State Director 

Environment California 

 

Andrew McNamara 

Principal & Co-Founder 

Carbon Zero Buildings 

 

Tony Sirna 

Senior Policy Lead 

Evergreen Action 

 

Matthew Vespa 

Senior Attorney 

Earthjustice 

 

Alexis Sutterman 

Senior Policy Manager 

Brightline Defense 

 

Adam Sweeney 

Legislative Director 

Climate Reality Project, Silicon Valley 

Chapter 

 

Ayn Craciun 

Director of Policy, Orange County 

Climate Action Campaign 

 

 

Ellen Cohen 

CEO 

The Climate Center 

 

Pauline Seales 

Organizer 

Santa Cruz Climate Action Network 

 

Kathy Schaeffer 

Legislative Coordinator 

Climate Reality Project, San Fernando 

Valley 

 

Chloe Ames 

Policy Advisor 

NextGen California 

 

Janet Cox 

CEO 

Climate Action California 

 

Manuel J. Espinosa 

Principal 

The Phoenix Group 

 

Sven Thesen 

Co-Founder 

Project Green Home 

 

Sherry Lear 

Organizer 

350 South Bay Los Angeles 

 

Colleen Corrigan 

Sustainability and Resilience Policy 

Manager 

SPUR 

 

Bruce Hodge 

Chair 

Carbon Free Palo Alto 

Carbon Free Silicon Valley 

 

Elise Kalfayan 

Board Member 

Glendale Environmental Coalition 

 

 



   
 

Sean Armstrong 

Managing Principal 

Redwood Energy 

 

Cheryl Weiden 

Steering Committee 

350 Silicon Valley 

 

Jakob Evans 

Senior Policy Strategist 

Sierra Club California 

Katharine Harrison 

Leg Team Co-Lead 

San Diego 350 

 

Robert M. Gould, MD 

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social 

Responsibility 

  
CC:  

 

Lauren Sanchez, Chair, California Air Resources Board 

Henry Stern, Senate Ex Officio Member, California Air Resources Board 

Corey A. Jackson, Assembly Ex Officio Member, California Air Resources Board 

Dean Florez, Senate Appointed Member, California Air Resources Board 

Miguel Santiago, Assembly Appointed Member, California Air Resources Board 

 

John Eisenhut, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Susan Shaheen, Ph.D., Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

John R. Balmes, MD, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Diane Takvorian, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Cliff Rechtschaffen, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Lynda Hopkins, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Dawn Ortiz-Legg, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Eric Guerra, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Todd Gloria, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Tania Pacheco-Werner, Ph.D. , Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

Patricia Lock Dawson, Board Member, California Air Resources Board 

 


