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Please see attached letter with signatures. 

https://scvnews.com/after-inspection-epa-orders-chiquita-canyon-landfill-to-perform-additional-work/ 

https://signalscv.com/2026/04/county-epa-raise-concerns-about-imminent-threat-from-chiquita/



April 17, 2026 
 
California Air Resources Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: “Landfill Methane Regulations 15-day proposed changes” Comments 
 
Dear Chair Sanchez, Board Members, and CARB staff, 
 
California communities applaud your leadership in establishing the most stringent landfill 
methane regulations in the United States. These rules represent a critical commitment to 
reducing harmful emissions and protecting public health. We urge you to defend them. 
 
We support CARB’s commitment to data transparency, which will allow communities to make 
vital decisions in protecting their own health and safety. Residents can use this data to 
determine if they should stay indoors or leave the area. Schools can use the data to determine if 
it’s safe for children to play outside during recess or if extra measures should be taken to protect 
sensitive groups. Knowledge is power, and putting that power into the hands of communities 
allows us to take proactive and preventative measures. We urge CARB to take this one step 
further by posting landfill reports from the past five years. Historical data is essential for 
understanding patterns of compliance and identifying systemic issues. 
 
We also support mandatory reporting of High Operating Value (HOV) requests and decisions to 
the Executive Officer. This measure will hold landfill operators accountable and provide 
oversight to prevent unnecessary harm to communities. However, transparency must extend 
beyond agency walls. The public deserves access to this information. At a minimum, CARB 
should publicly disclose when an HOV waiver is requested, who submitted the request, the 
reason for it, and the final decision. Public awareness is the foundation of trust and ensures that 
regulatory processes serve people, not corporate interests. Transparency matters — not just as 
a procedural step, but as a safeguard for community health and justice. Making this information 
accessible will strengthen public trust, empower communities to participate meaningfully in 
oversight, and ensure that environmental protections are enforced equitably. When 
transparency is limited, communities bear the consequences. 
 
As residents made clear at the November Board Hearing, those living near landfills are the most 
directly affected by regulatory decisions and deserve full visibility into how those decisions are 
made. Families, schools, and local businesses depend on government agencies like the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) to hold landfills accountable and to protect public 
health. An improperly operating landfill does not merely inconvenience a neighborhood —  it can 
devastate it, as we know all too well from lived experience.  
 
The ongoing crisis at Chiquita Canyon Landfill is a stark warning of the disasters that can occur 
when regulation fails and oversight is absent. Toxic leachate, uncontrolled subsurface reactions, 

 



and displaced residents are not abstractions -— they are the lived reality of regulatory 
breakdown.  Communities near Sunshine Canyon, Avenal, Napa Valley, and elsewhere are 
experiencing similar impacts from mismanaged, underregulated facilities. The updated Landfill 
Methane Regulation must be designed to prevent another disaster like Chiquita Canyon - not to 
accommodate the conditions that created it. 
 
We are deeply concerned about the following changes that CARB has proposed: 
 

1.​ Downwell Monitoring Temperature Threshold: A threshold of 145 F remains 
dangerously high, and a six-month monitoring interval is far too infrequent. Conditions 
inside a landfill can change substantially from week to week. Temperatures above 131 F 
indicate that there is a problem and heat generating chemical reactions may be 
occurring. Landfills with downwell temperatures above 131 F need to be closely 
monitored, as temperatures can quickly increase once a chemical reaction has begun. 
We are seeing this at landfills across the state and we saw this at Chiquita, where 
temperatures continue to rise. Effective regulation requires proactive detection of thermal 
anomalies —  not a reactive response after a crisis has already begun. We urge CARB 
to lower the 145F threshold, and shorten the monitoring interval to reflect the urgency 
these situations demand.  

 
2.​ Compliance Flexibility Provisions: Several proposed changes — including provisions 

allowing operators to reset compliance deadlines and submit required information on 
extended timelines — function as loopholes that benefit landfill operators at the expense 
of communities. Chiquita Canyon has shown over and over again that if there is a 
loophole, they will use it. Section § 95464. Gas Collection and Control System 
Requirements states, “No more than 10 wells are offline simultaneously, only counting 
wells that are offline in excess of 24 hours. Wells that are shut down to prevent or 
extinguish fire and permanently decommissioned wells do not count toward this limit.”  
The 24‑hour exemption in § 95464 creates a regulatory loophole that undermines the 
intent of continuous gas collection and community protection. 
 

3.​ Gas Collection System Downtime: Categorical exemptions from downtime 
requirements undermine the core purpose of this regulation by allowing methane and 
other pollutants to go unchecked. Exemptions that allow operators to side step collection 
requirements —  even temporarily —  create windows of uncontrolled emissions that 
directly harm surrounding communities. Downtime, even for a few days, can be 
detrimental to neighboring residents. We must strive for minimal downtime. Chiquita 
Canyon Landfill notoriously has planned maintenance and downtime of equipment on 
weekends and holidays, but pollution doesn’t adhere to a clock or calendar. Why should 
facilities that have already demonstrated an inability to operate responsibly be rewarded 
with more time and fewer consequences? Flexibility provisions must not come at the 
cost of accountability.  
 

 



4.​ Bureaucratic Hurdles: Fifteen days is not nearly enough time for the public to 
meaningfully review complex regulatory changes. The language in these documents is 
highly technical, and community members need adequate time and support to 
understand what is being proposed in order to provide informed comments. We 
respectfully request that, moving forward, CARB staff hold a public meeting to walk 
through the regulatory changes in plain language and answer questions directly from 
impacted communities. This is essential for transparency and for ensuring that the public 
can fully participate in the process. We also request that the public comment period be 
extended to a minimum of 30 days. Communities deserve a real seat at the table, and 
our voices must have the opportunity to be heard — especially when these decisions 
have the power to significantly affect our daily lives, our health, and our future. 
 

Preventing subsurface exothermic (SET) and elevated temperature landfill (ETLF) events isn’t 
just a safety and environmental win; it’s financially smart. CARB’s newly adopted Landfill 
Methane Regulations will prove to save landfill operators millions of dollars. CARB’s updated 
rules reduce the likelihood of and severity of SET/ETLF events - events that are notoriously 
expensive to manage. Early detection prevents catastrophic failures. Stronger monitoring and 
shorter repair timelines reduce long-term liabilities. This is a win-win situation for both the waste 
industry and communities. The cost of compliance is far lower than the cost of an environmental 
disaster.  
 
We urge CARB to uphold the regulations which were unanimously adopted by the Board in 
November, and to refrain from weakening the rule which helped protect communities from 
landfill fires. Federal regulations under the Clean Air Act set the floor for landfill operating 
standards; as a national leader in climate and environmental policy, California has a 
responsibility to not only meet, but exceed, those standards. You must hold strong. Basic 
accountability, compliance with federal law, and transparency are not negotiating positions; they 
are the foundation on which these regulations must stand. Our families are depending on you.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 



 

 



 

Val Verde Civic Association Jennifer Elkins 

Grassroots Organizers for Accountable 
Landfills (GOAL) 

Cher Arabalo - Castaic Area Town Council - 
Councilwoman 

Full Circle Future Abigail DeSesa - Castaic Area Town Council - 
Vice President 

Pamela Nielsen Randahl Elkins 

Brittany Harmon Kayleigh Elkins 

Laura DeSesa Nathan Elkins 

Central California Environmental Justice 
Network (CCEJN) 

Luke Elkins 

Santa Clarita Valley Democrats SCOPE 

Valley Improvement Project (V.I.P.) Sunflower Alliance 

United SCV Indivisible Over The Hill Inc.  

 



West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe 
Jobs 

Sandra Fujii 

Phil Jeffords Chloe Brown 

Jeff Barker Sheri Cecere 

Parents Against Santa Susana Field Labs Citizen Air Monitoring Network 

Diane Marshall Christina Pollard 

Kathy Armitage Christy Smith 

Stacy Fortner Harry Topping III 

Renee Erlenbach Kathleen Walker 

Karen Goldman Rebecca Hindman 

NAACP Santa Clarita Valley Danielle Berman 

 

Citizens for Chiquita Canyon Closure Kris Ascherin 

Glenda Nowakowski The Sacramento Environmental Justice 
Coalition 

Justine-Raina Caranto Kimberly Pearlman 

Nicole Vizcarra Valerie Redmond 

Heidi Leonhardt Yasmia Valdivia 

Abigail Gutierrez Jose Valdivia 

Raul Alcaraz Maxine Eilander 

Natalie Watson Yolanda Pluma 

Liliana Pardo Robert Iniguez Anguiano 

Cate Hindman GAIA (Global Alliance for Incinerator 
Alternatives) 

George Ordway Emily Burton 

Rylee Marcotte Sylvia Farjado 

Regina Brown Alberto Farjado 

Patricia Anguiano Jose Anguiano 

 



Jason Fontes Glen Bergstrom 

Oshea Orchid Ramirez Family 

Adelaide Vasquez Sydney Winzer 

Kaitlyn Graff Elissa Luecke 

Sandra Cervantes Amber Enzen 

Elizabeth Leal Rocio Jocobo 

 

Ronald Nohles Manuel Rubio 

Elliot Meskin Clara Rubio 

Anita Brown John Brown 

Kevin Manning Sarah Proni 

Tony Chavez Selvyn Mejicanos 

Garrett Machtolff Ricardo Coyt 

Janie Serrano Julia Hernandez 

Sabrina Serrano SOM Lawyers 

Ronda McCollum Fabian Nava 

Linda Woods Christopher DeSesa 

Katie Dalton Mariela Nava 

Monica Manrique Stephanie Isham 

Megan Meskin Stephen Smith 

Jacklynmarie Rios Kelly Smith 

Angela Coombs Selena Jill Domino 

Vern Lapuz Glassers 

California Resource Board Gloria Munoz 

Liana Contreras Edward Skade 

Akiko Minesaki Kelly Adcock 

Natalie Tate Jason Kay 

 



 

Thomas Tate Parker Tate 

Gavin Tate Luise Huber 

Delia Yoguez Salvador Yoguez 

Norberto Rios Jackie Rios 

Amanda Yoguez Natalie Zeestraten 

Armando Yoguez Victoria Yoguez 

Yassy  James Aguirre 

Jennifer Clark American Business Machines 

Matthew Perez Delia Herrera 

Oscar Herrera Janai Leeb 

Matthew Herrera Candice Herrera 

Benjamin Card Grace M. Reichlin-Plante 

Nicole Wolfinger Jennifer Moreno 

Sethi Orchid Miner, LLP Gregory Silvers 

Karen Silvers Barbara Kane 

James Stephens - Castaic Area Town Council 
Region 1 

Kiya Ramsey 

Kym Torres Melissa Flores Gant 

Gloria De La Cruz Adam Tenenbaum 

Ron Cunningham Perri Fisher 

Sarah Olaguez Jeremiah Dockray 

 

Dennis Thomson Mark Aviles 

Dwaine Driver Tim Fowler 

Maria Nunez-Lara Rigoberto Rosales 

Randy Stewart Colleen Rosales 

Melissa Sidnam Mary Stewart 

 



Scott Clelland Roger DeSesa 

Shawn Walther Michael Pollard 

Mary Pollard Jorge Lara 

Jeff Rutherford Yong Ae Rutherford 

Anani Lopez Wendy Davila 

Luis R Cabrera Cruz Santos Garcia 

Kerry Frohling  Carlos Leon 

Tom Frohling Dustin Clark 

Concepcion Perez Kim Cameron 

Yvette Rubio Christopher Vandoli 

Rebecca Christiansen Amy Conlan 

Enrique Ortega Shelley Cataldo 

Amanda Serino Gina Airhart 

Lisa Patchin Benita Alison Thomas 

Wayne Patchin Bernardo Arabalo 

 

Darlene Goldman Tracey Palumbo 

John Mosser Betsy Jansen 

Sharon Padgett Gavin Klinger 

Walid Haddad Josefina Castillo-Hernandez 

Justin Taylor STEVEN C KASSEL MARRIAGE & FAMILY 
THERAPY INC 

Christine Hoffman Randy Becker 

Shelly Newton Laura Pallette 

David Anguiano Teresa Anguiano 

Joel Perez Samarah Perez 

Shane Coleman Jr. Leilani Perez 

 



The Arce Household Rafael Melgar 

Jose Anguiano Stefanie Smith 

Jaqueline Saldana Jim Earley 

Princesa Chavez Geoff Ellsworth 

Climate Action California Bill Murphy 

Sandra Gudino Lawrence Lyman 

Ana Rodriguez Sue Hernandez 

Mark Onofrey Josie Dauglash 

Catherine Hernandez Liz Melanson 

Robert Melanson Wayne Melanson 

 

Ashlee Relaford Ashly Getz 

 

 


