City of La Verne (Tim Hepburn)

On behalf of the City of La Verne, I must oppose the proposed modifications to the Advanced
Clean Fleets (ACF) regulation. While we support efforts to reduce emissions, this proposal imposes
impractical and unfunded mandates that fail to reflect how small cities actually deliver essential
services.

For a small, full-service City like La Verne, the impacts are immediate and significant. We rely
heavily on private contractors to provide critical services such as waste hauling, street maintenance,
and infrastructure work. By extending compliance requirements to these contractors, the State is
effectively shifting regulatory responsibility onto cities without providing the authority, resources,
or flexibility to manage it. This undermines our ability to procure services, reduces the pool of
available vendors, and will inevitably drive up costs for residents.

Further, the proposal transforms routine contracting into a compliance and enforcement function.
Cities would be required to track, verify, and maintain extensive records on contractor fleets,
exposing us to legal risk and state audits while diverting already limited staff resources away from
core services. For smaller cities with lean staffing, this is not feasible and directly conflicts with the
need to maintain efficient service delivery and fiscal stability.

Most concerning, these mandates threaten the reliability of essential public services. Any disruption
in contractor availability or affordability directly impacts public health, safety, and infrastructure
operations. Cities must retain the flexibility to contract for services without being burdened by
state-imposed compliance structures that were not designed with local realities in mind.

We strongly urge the Board to reject the expansion of these requirements to contractors and instead
provide clear exemptions that preserve local flexibility, protect essential services, and avoid
imposing additional unfunded mandates on cities.
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April 17, 2026

The Honorable Lauren Sanchez
Chair, California Air Resources Board
1001 | Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Advanced Clean Fleets 15-Day Comment Period Response
Dear Chair Lauren Sanchez and the Members of the California Air Resources Board:

On behalf of the City of La Verne, | must oppose the proposed modifications to the Advanced Clean
Fleets (ACF) regulation. While we support efforts to reduce emissions, this proposal imposes
impractical and unfunded mandates that fail to reflect how small cities actually deliver essential
services.

For a small, full-service City like La Verne, the impacts are immediate and significant. We rely
heavily on private contractors to provide critical services such as waste hauling, street
maintenance, and infrastructure work. By extending compliance requirements to these contractors,
the State is effectively shifting regulatory responsibility onto cities without providing the authority,
resources, or flexibility to manage it. This undermines our ability to procure services, reduces the
pool of available vendors, and will inevitably drive up costs for residents.

Further, the proposal transforms routine contracting into a compliance and enforcement function.
Cities would be required to track, verify, and maintain extensive records on contractor fleets,
exposing us to legal risk and state audits while diverting already limited staff resources away from
core services. For smaller cities with lean staffing, this is not feasible and directly conflicts with the
need to maintain efficient service delivery and fiscal stability.

Most concerning, these mandates threaten the reliability of essential public services. Any disruption
in contractor availability or affordability directly impacts public health, safety, and infrastructure
operations. Cities must retain the flexibility to contract for services without being burdened by state-
imposed compliance structures that were not designed with local realities in mind.

We strongly urge the Board to reject the expansion of these requirements to contractors and
instead provide clear exemptions that preserve local flexibility, protect essential services, and avoid
imposing additional unfunded mandates on cities.

Sincerely,

Tim Hepburn, Mayor

CC: La Verne City Council
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